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the project

NECOBELAC stands for NEtwork of COllaboration Between Europe and Latin 
American Caribbean (LAC) countries. 

This network is intended to spread know-how in:
• scientifi c writing 
• open access publishing 

among all the stakeholders in scientifi c communication for the safeguarding of 
public health.

The project will benefi t from European and LAC experiences and take into 
account different socio-cultural scenarios. The health information needs of the 
areas involved will contribute to stress the importance of creating awareness 
on document and data diffusion at different levels. 

A network of institutions will be created to collaborate in ad hoc training 
programmes in information production and dissemination, including technical 
and ethical issues, among all stakeholders. 

NECOBELAC will foster the coordination and effectiveness of the existing 
health-related information infrastructures in Europe and LAC countries to 
achieve a wider scale uptake of community engagement, embedding the use 
of open access methods within accepted working practices. 

Project coordinator
Istituto Superiore di Sanità (Italy)

Project duration
Three years: February 2009 – January 2012

Project languages
English, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish

EC contribution
800,000 Euros

www.necobelac.eu

Detailed information 
is available from

Project number 230583
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WP: Work Package

project overview
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Cross-national 
infrastructure 

WP4
Training 
activities 

Project strategy 
and impact assessment

WP2

Awareness 
networking 

WP5, WP6, WP7

All partners are involved in all WPs, except WP1. 
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WP1 - PROJECT MANAGEMENT
 Lead Benefi ciary: Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS, Italy)

Elisabetta Poltronieri (elisabetta.poltronieri@iss.it)
Daniela Marsili (daniela.marsili@iss.it)

WP2 - PROJECT STRATEGY AND IMPACT ASSESSMENT
 Lead Benefi ciary: Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS, Italy)

Paola De Castro (paola.decastro@iss.it)
sub-contract to Key Perspectives Ltd – UK (Alma Swan)

WP3 - CROSS-NATIONAL ADVOCACY INFRASTRUCTURE
 Lead Benefi ciary: The University of Nottingham (UNOTT, UK)

Bill Hubbard (bill.hubbard@nottingham.ac.uk)

WP4 - TRAINING ACTIVITIES
 Lead Benefi ciary: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científi cas (CSIC, Spain)

Reme Melero (rmelero@iata.csic.es)
third party Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia – Spain (Alicia López 
Medina)

WP5 - PROMOTING THE PROJECT INFRASTRUCTURE TO GUARANTEE ITS USAGE
 IN EUROPE-LAC COUNTRIES
 Lead Benefi ciary: Universidade do Minho (UMINHO, Portugal)

Eloy Rodrigues (eloy@sdum.uminho.pt)

WP6 - NETWORKING LAC-EUROPE COUNTRIES
 Lead Benefi ciary: Centro Latino Americano e do Caribe 
  de Informação Ciências da Saúde (BIREME, Brazil)

Abel L. Packer (abel.packer@bireme.org)
 

WP7 - FOCUS ON HEALTH-RELATED STRUCTURES IN LAC COUNTRIES
 Lead Benefi ciary: Universidad Nacional de Colombia (ISP, Colombia)

Carlos Agudelo (caagudeloc@unal.edu.co)

project work packages
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WORK PACKAGE 1 
Project management

Mission
Implementation and administrative aspects of the project 
management directly associated with WPs development 
and “rules and procedures” to be followed by project management.

WORK PACKAGE 2 
Project strategy and impact assessment

Mission
Defi nition of appropriate strategies and networking Europe-LAC 
within a shared operational plan, as well as assessing the impact 
of the project activities as a whole.

WORK PACKAGE 3 
Cross-national advocacy infrastructure

Mission
Development of a cross-national advocacy infrastructure including 
a website for all stakeholders within the network Europe-LAC 
countries.

work package missions
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WORK PACKAGE 4 
Training activities

Mission
Organization of training activities for trainers to spread 
know-how in health information production, dissemination and use 
in Europe-LAC countries.

WORK PACKAGE 5 
Promoting the project infrastructure to guarantee its usage 
in Europe-LAC countries

Mission
Development of the most appropriate actions so that 
the new infrastructure is fully utilized in Europe-LAC countries 
and training activities fully developed.

WORK PACKAGE 6 
Networking LAC-Europe countries

Mission
Stimulation of the production of information tools and infrastructures 
on ongoing health activities in LAC and Europe countries.

WORK PACKAGE 7 
Focus on health-related structures in LAC countries

Mission
Creation of awareness and collaboration among health-related 
structures in LAC countries to further increase the impact 
of the project.
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NECOBELAC  PUBLICATIONS  
 
 
Here is a list of the publications and posters regarding NECOBELAC project, updated to March 
31, 2009. They will be soon available on the NECOBELAC web site. 
 
 
 
 
PAPERS 
 
 

1) P.  De  Castro  and  the  NECOBELAC  working  team.  NECOBELAC  network  to  promote 
information  production  and  diffusion  in  public  health:  a  possible  application  in  the 
field  of  rare  diseases.  International  Conference  on  Rare  Diseases,  Rome  Febrary  24, 
2009 
 
 

2) Paola  De  Castro,  Daniela  Marsili,  Elisabetta  Poltronieri  e  Gruppo  di  lavoro 
NECOBELAC*. NECOBELAC un progetto europeo  coordinato dall'Istituto Superiore di 
Sanità  per  favorire  la  diffusione  di  informazioni  scientifiche  nel  settore  della  salute 
pubblica. Notiziario dell’Istituto Superiore di Sanità, April 2009 (in press) 
 
 

3) Paola De Castro, Elisabetta Poltronieri, Daniela Marsili  and  the NECOBELAC Working 
Team*.  NECOBELAC,  a  European  project  to  promote  the  diffusion  of  scientific 
information in public health. European Science Editing  (submitted) 
 

 
4) XV Reunión interamericana de bibliotecarios y documentalistas y especialistas en 

información agrícola‐RIBDA 2009. "Innovación tecnológica en el acceso abierto a la 
información agrícola y de medio ambiente”.  Nacional del Perú, Lima ‐ 27, 28 y 29 de 
Octubre de 2009.     http://www.aibdaperu.org/Biblioteca 
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POSTERS 
    

1) ROBINSON, Mary  HUBBARD, Bill, DE CASTRO, Paola. Introducing NECOBELAC, a network of 
collaboration  to  improve scientific writing and open access  in Europe and Latin America. 
CERN Workshop on Innovations in Scholarly Communication (OAI6).  University of Geneva 
on 17th‐19th June 2009  http://indico.cern.ch/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=48321 
 

2) Paola De Castro, Elisabetta Poltronieri, Daniela Marsili and the NECOBELAC Working 
Team*. NECOBELAC, a network of collaboration to improve scientific writing and open 
access model in public health. European Association of Health Information and Libraries  
Workshop, Dublin 2‐5 June 2009 http://www.eahil.net/conferences_eahil.htm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* NECOBELAC Working Team: Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS, IT Coordinatore del Progetto) Paola De Castro, 
Elisabetta Poltronieri, Daniela Marsili; The University of Nottingham (UNOTT, UK) Bill Hubbard, Mary Robinson, 
Peter Millington; Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC, SP) Remedios Melero; Centro Latino 
Americano e do Caribe de Informação em Ciencias da Saude (BIREME BR) Abel L. Packer; Instituto de Salud Pública 
(ISP, CO) Carlos Agudelo Calderón; Universidade do Minho (UMINHO, PT), Eloy Rodrigues, Ricardo Saraiva, José 
Carvalho;  Key Perspectives Ltd (UK), Alma Swan; Universidad National de Educación a Distancia de Madrid (UNED, 
SP) Alicia López Medina.  
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NECOBELAC QUESTIONNAIRE 1 
 
Survey of the initial scenario 



Annex 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NECOBELAC Project 

Questionnaire 1. 
Survey of the initial scenario 

 
 

Instructions to the partners 

This questionnaire is designed to help giving an initial idea of the scenario where 
NECOBELAC activities will be developed. It should enable partners to: 

1. reflect on the different approaches followed in the areas involved as regards 
information production and dissemination in the health sector, 

2. collect data in a uniform way so as to be able to evaluate and compare them in the 
following steps of the project, 

3. organize a training program based on the actual information needs of the 
institutions involved. 

Partners should address the questionnaire to the institutions which may be most usefully 
involved in the training activities to get the greatest advantages from the NECOBELAC 
actions in terms of increased dissemination of quality publications.  

The questionnaire can be translated by the partners in Spanish, Italian or Portuguese 
and sent along with a personalized letter (explaining the objectives of the project) and 
the project leaflet. 

The questionnaire shall be sent by all partners to their contact institutions as soon as 
possible and returned to them within June 30, 2009. 

Partners should take care to collect and process the questionnaires data and send the 
results to the Coordinator for further evaluations. 

Thanks for your collaboration. 

 

 

The Project Coordinator 



NECOBELAC Project 
Survey of the initial scenario  

 
 

Date 

This questionnaire is sent by the project partner  ................................................................................................................................  

Please fill in with all available data and send back to  ............................................................  @  ......................................................  

 1. INSTITUTION  

Name ............................................................................................................................................................................................   

Address ........................................................................................................................................................................................  

Contact person ...................................................................................    e-mail ............................................................................  

Number of researchers  

Total staff 

 2. PUBLICATIONS (data referring to 2008 only) 

Total publication output  

Journal articles  

in open access journals % 

in ISI Impact factor journals % 

Books or chapters in books 

Conference proceedings or technical reports 

Other (specify)  ......................................................................................  

Language  
English  % Spanish  %  Portuguese  %  
Italian  %  Other  %  (specify) .............................................................................  

Does your institution publish: • scientific journal(s)?   yes  no 
 Are they included in online directories such as DOAJ or SCIELO?  yes  no 
 • conference proceedings or technical reports?  yes  no 
 • other (specify) ...............................................................................................................  

 3. REPOSITORIES (data referring to 2008 only) 
Has your Institution its own repository (digital open archive)?  yes   no 
Indicate number of items deposited by the staff of your Institution in your repository or in other repositories  
 (including both full-text and metadata)  

specify  • full-text pre-peer reviewed (submitted) articles  
• full-text peer reviewed (accepted) articles 
• books or book chapters  
• conference proceedings/abstracts 
• others (specify) ............................................................................................  

 4. TRAINING ACTIVITIES 
Courses in scientific writing 

organized by your Institution  yes   no 
attended by your researchers  yes   no 

Open access communication model 
organized by your Institution  yes   no 
attended by your researchers  yes   no 

Is your Institution interested to take part in NECOBELAC Project training program?   yes   no  

Suggested issues to improve publication quality, open access to scholarly outputs and dissemination 
 ..................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 ..................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 ..................................................................................................................................................................................................  



                                                                                                                  NECOBELAC    Deliverable 2.1  
   01.04.2009 
 

40 
 

 
Thanks to all the participants in the kick­off meeting  
appearing in the Pictures below 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 




